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PRISONERS & AIDS: SOME FACTS 


GENERAL STATISTICS: 


AS OF NOVEMBER 1989 THE CUMMULATIVE TOTAL OF AIDS CASES IN THE U.S.PRISON AND JAIL SYSTEMS 
WAS 5,411, A 606% INCREASE FROM 1985. THE VAST MAJORITY OF THESE INMATES HAVE HISTORIES OF 
I.V. DRUG USE. ! 


BETWEEN 1988 AND 1989 AIDS CASES IN STATE AND FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL SYSTEMS TRIPLED (FROM 
445 TO 1,351]. A DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF THESE CASES REPRESENT BLACK AND LATINO SUBJECTS 
AS COMPARED TO THE AIDS IMPACT IN THE GENERAL U.S. POPULATION. ? 


FROM 1985 TO 1989 THE % INCREASE IN CUMMULATIVE AIDS CASES ROSE 72% IN CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITIES, AS COMPARED TO A 5076 RISE WITHIN THE GENERAL U.S. POPULATION. ? 


AIDS DEATHS: AS OF 1989, THERE HAVE BEEN 1,453 AIDS DEATHS IN THE STATE AND FEDERAL CORREC- 
TIONAL FACILITIES IN THE U.S. ^ 


TREATMENT: LESS THAN 50% OF CORRECTIONAL SYSTEMS PROVIDE AZT AND AEROSOLIZED 
PENTAMADINE TO INMATES IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT FDA CRITERION, AND A NUMBER OF 
LAWSUITS HAVE BEEN FILED AS A RESULT OF ELEGIBLE INMATES BEING DENIED AZT. š 


TREATMENT: ONLY 8 STATE/FEDERAL AND ONE CITY/COUNTY SYSTEM ALLOW PRISONERS ACCESS TO 
EXPERIMENTAL THERAPEUTIC DRUGS, AND NONE OF THESE ARE WOMEN'S FACILITIES 


AIDS EDUCATION: 3/4 OF ALL PRISON AND JAIL SYSTEMS NATIONWIDE CLAIM TO HAVE SOME KIND OF 
AIDS EDUCATION FOR STAFF AND INMATES; 43% OF PRISONS AND 64% OF JAILS CLAIM TO INCLUDE 
SOME KIND OF INFORMAITON ON HIV TRANSMIISSION THROUGH I.V. DRUG USE. 7 


BLEACH DISTRIBUTION: NO CORRECTIONAL SYSTEMS PROVIDE INMATES WITH BLEACH FOR CLEANING 
DRUG INJECTION AND TATOO NEEDLES, WHILE ONLY A HANDFUL EVEN DISCUSS THE SUBJECT. ° 


CONDOM DISTRIBUTION: ONLY 5 CORRECTIONAL SYSTEMS PROVIDE CONDOMS TO INMATES (MISSIS- 
SIPPI, VERMONT, NEW YORK CITY, PHILADELPHIA, SAN PANO, AND EVEN IN THESE FACIUTIES ACCES 
IS OFTEN LIMITED. ° 


HIV TEST COUNSELING: NATIONWIDE, PRE AND POST HIV TEST COUNSELING, WHEN INSTITUTED IS OF 
INADEQUATE LENGTH AND CONTENT AND BREACHES IN CONFIDENTIAUTY OCCUR FREQUENTLY.. !° 


COMPASSIONATE RELEASE: 17 STATE/FEDERAL SYSTEMS AND 5 CITY/COUNTY SYSTEMS HAVE POLICIES 
OF COMPASSIONATE RELASE OR MEDICAL FURLOUGH FOR INMATES WITH AIDS, INCLUDING NEW JERSEY 
AND NEW YORK CITY. '' 


-. MANDATORY HIV TESTING: 17 STATES HAVE MANDATORY HIV TESTING FOR ALL INMATES: ALABAMA, 


ARKANSAS, COLORADO, GEORGIA, IDAHO, IOWA, MICHIGAN, MISSISSIPPI, MISSOURI, NEBRASKA, 
NEVADA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, NORTH DAKOTA, OKLAHOMA, RHODE ISLAND, UTAH, WHYOMING. !2 


SEGREGATION: THE FOLLOWING FIVE STATES HAVE FORMAL POLICIES OFSEGREGATING HIV+ PRISONERS: 
ALABAMA, CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, MISSISSIPPI, NEVADA " | 


SEGREGATION: SEGREGATION OF HIV+ INMATES RESULTS IN VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT TO PRIVICAY, 
GROUPING TOGETHER OF PRISONERS IN FOR SERIOUS VIOLENT CRIMES WITH THOSE IN FOR MINOR 
CHARGES, AND EXCLUSION FROM PRISON PROGRAMS AND PRIVELEGES: EDUCATION, WORK, RECRE- 
ATION, RELIGIOUS SERVICES, LIBRARY ACCESS AND STANDARD VISITATION PRIVELEGES. 14 


WOMEN PRISONERS: AS OF JUNE 1989 THERE WERE 36,855 WOMEN IN FEDERAL AND STATE PRISONS, 
APPROXIMATELY 30,000 IN LOCAL JAILS AND ROUGHLY 600,000 ON PROBATION OR PAROLE. WITHIN THE 
LAST TEN YEARS THE NUMBER OF WOMEN PRISONERS HAS TRIPLED, AN INCREASE RATE MUCH HIGHER 
THAN FOR MALE PRISONERS. 5 
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WOMEN PRISONERS: AS OF JUNE 1989 THERE WERE 36,855 WOMEN IN FEDERAL AND STATE PRISONS, 
APPROXIMATELY 30,000 IN LOCAL JAILS AND ROUGHLY 600,000 ON PROBATION OR PAROLE. WITHIN 
THE LAST TEN YEARS THE NUMBER OF WOMEN PRISONERS HAS TRIPLED, AN INCREASE RATE MUCH HIGHER 
THAN FOR MALE PRISONERS. '5 


HIV+ WOMEN PRISONERS - TREATMENT: NATIONWIDE, INCARCERATED HIV INFECTED WOMEN HAVE 
NO ACCESS TO EXPERIMENTAL DRUG TRIALS, COMPASSIONATE USE AND INVESTIGATIONAL NEW DRUG - 
PROTOCOLS. 16 


LEGAL ACTION: LAWSUITS HAVE BEEN FILED ON BEHALF OF HIV AFFECTED INMATES THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY CHALLENGING SUCH PRACTICES AS: MANDATORY TESTING, SEGREGATION OF HIV+ INMATES, 
INADEQUATE MEDICAL ATTENTION, MEDICAL ABUSE/NEGLECT, VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY. 
LAWSUITS HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE FOLLOWING PLACES:ALABAMA, ARKANSAS, ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, 
CONNECTICUT, DELAWARE, FLORIDA, GEORGIA, INDIANA, MISSOURI, NEBRASKA, NEVADA, NEW YORK, 
NEW JERSEY, OKLAHOMA, OREGON, PENNSYLVANIA, TENNESSEE, TEXAS, WASHINGTON AND WISCON- 
SIN. Z 


STATISTICS - MASSACHUSETTES: IN A MASSACHUSSETS STUDY OF 400 INMATES WHO VOLUNTARILY 
TESTED FOR HI, 35% OF THE WOMEN WERE SEROPOSITIVE AS COMPARED TO 13% OF THE MEN. '8 


STATISTICS - NEW YORK: OF THE OVER 54,000 PRISONERS IN NEW YORK STATE APPROXIMATELY 10,000 
ARE HIIV-- AND ROUGHLY 800 ARE SYMPTOMATIC '? 


STATSITICS - NEW YORK: 25% OF ALL WOMEN PRISONERS IN NEW YORK CITY ARE SEROPOSITIVE AND 
19% WITHIN NEW YORK STATE, THE MAJORITY OF WHOM HAVE I.V. DRUG HISTORIES. NEW YORK STATE'S 
FEMALE PRISONERS WITH AIDS SURVIVE APPROXIMATELY 5-6 MONTHS FROM TIME OF DIAGNOSIS — HALF 
THE SURVIVAL TIME MALE PRISONERS AVERAGE, TRANSFORMING PRISON SENTENCE TO DEATH SENTENCE 
FOR THESE WOMEN. 2° 


STATISTICS - NEW YORK & CALIFORNIA: NEW YORK AND CALIFORNIA ACCOUNT FOR ABOUT 50% OF 
ALL U.S. ADULT/ADOLESCENT AIDS CASES (N.Y. 24%; CA 21%) 2! 


CALIFORNIA STATISTICS: CALIFORNIA'S PRISONS HAVE A 3-525 HIV INFECTION RATE IN A SYSTEM 
ACCOUNTING FOR OVER 200,000 PEOPLE IN PRISON AND ON PAROLE. AS A RESULT OF DISCRIMINATORY 
PRACTICES WITHIN THE CALIFORNIA CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES, MANY INMATES AVOID HIV TESTING. 
RESULTS OF A BLIND STUDY SHOW THAT 10 TIMES THE NUMBER OF DIAGNOSED INMATES ARE ACTUALLY 
HIV+ 2 


CALIFORNIA - SEGREGATION: ALL INMATES IN THE STATE OF CAUFORNIA KNOWN TO BE HIV+ ARE 
SENT TO SEGREGATED UNITS IN ONE OF FOUR PRISONS, THREE OF WHICH ARE MEN'S FACILITIES. THERE 
ARE 545 INMATES IN THE STATE KNOWN TO BE HIV+, 223 OF THESE INMATES ARE HOUSED AT C.I.M. AS 
A RESULT OF LECAL CHALLENGES THE STATE HAS BEEN FORCED TO SET UP PILOT PROGRAMS ATTEMPTING 
TO INTEGRATE THESE HIV+ INMATES INTO GENERAL PRISON POPULATION. 23 


C.I.W. - STATISTICS: THE CALIFORNIA INSTITUTION FOR WOMEN, KNOWN AS FRONTERA, IS THE LARG- 
EST PRISON IN THE U.S., WHERE 2,025 INMATES LIVE IN A FACILITY DESIGNED FOR 800 WOMEN. 24 


C.I.W. - INMATE DEATHS: SINCE 1987 AT LEAST 5 INMATES AT FRONTERA HAVE DIED OF TREATABLE 
ILLNESSES, INCLUDING ASTHMA, STARVATION AND DIABETES DUE TO MISDIAGNOSIS AND LACK OF 
TREATMENT. 3 
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C.I.W. - A.C.L.U. CLASS ACTION SUIT: IN 1989 THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FILED A CLASS 
ACTION SUIT ON BEHALF OF 6 INMATES IN WALKER A (THE AIDS WARD FOR FEMALE INMATES IN THE 
STATE) ALLEGING THAT THESE WOMEN RECEIVE INADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE FROM UNTRAINED STAFF 
AND THAT THEY ARE SEGREGATED IN A MANNER THAT VIOLATES THEIR RIGHT TO PRIVACY. ACCORDING 
TO REBECCA JURADO OF THE A.C.L.U. THIS SEGREGATION POLICY DENIES H.I.V. AFFECTED PRISONERS 
ACCESS TO OUTSIDE WORK AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, VISITING RIGHTS AFFORDED OTHER IN. 
MATES, RECREATION AND LIBRARY. HIV+ INMATES ARE SEGRAGATED IN WALKER A REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER THEY ARE ACTUALLY ILL. 2 


C.I.W. - INFIRMARY NOT LICENSED: BECAUSE C.I.W.'S INFIRMARY IS NOT A STATE LICENSED MEDICAL 
FACILITY, NO OUTSIDE AGENCIES MONITOR THE MEDICAL OPERATIONS. WITHOUT STATE LICENSING, THE 
INFIRMARY IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE SUCH NEEDED APPARATUS AS I.V. FEEDING EQUIPMENT AND OXYGEN 
TUBES, 7 t 


C.I.W. - INFIRMARY: C.I.W. IS THE ONLY STATE PRISON PROVIDING CARE TO PREGNANT INMATES, AIDS 
PATIENTS AND ALL OTHER FEMALE INMATES REQUIRING SPECIAL MEDICAL OR PSYCHIATRIC ATTENTION. 28 


C.I.W. - INFIRMARY INADEQUACIES: IN NOVEMBER 1990, A SENIOR INVESTIGATOR FROM THE 
CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH INSPECTING C.I.W.'S INFIRMARY DECLARED T INADEQUATE AND 
SUBSTANDARD IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: PHYSICIAN AND NURSING CARE, PHARMACY, DIETARY 
KITCHEN, PATIENT HANDUNG, MEDICAL POLICY AND PROCEDURES. INSPECTOR REPORTED FAILURE OF 
NURSES AND DOCTORS TO SEND INMATES TO RIVERSIDE GENERAL HOSPITAL WHEN NEED AROSE. THERE 
ARE A NUMBER OF DOCUMENTED CASES OF C.I.W. INMATES WHO WAITED WEEKS FOR MEDICAL 
TREATMENT OR WERE DENIED TREATMENT COMPLETELY, RESULTING IN PERMANENT DISABILITY OR THE 
UNNECCESSARY SUFFERING FROM SERIOUS YET COMMONLY TREATABLE ILLNESSES. > 


C.I.W. - INFIRMARY CONDITIONS: TEMPERATURE CONTROL AND VENTILATION SYSTEM MALFUNC- 
TIONS RESULTING IN TEMPERATURE VARIABILITY WITHIN THE INFIRMARY FROM 90 DEGREES IN THE SUM- 
MER TO 45 DEGREES IN THE WINTER; FIRE HAZARDS ARE FOUND THROUGHOUT INFIRMARY; UNSANITARY 
CONDITIONS FOUND THROUGH INFIRMARY INCLUDING UNSAFE STORAGE OF INFECTIOUS WASTE. 3 


C.I.W. - CONDITIONS - FOOD: INSPECTORS HAVE FOUND RODENT DROPPINGS AND ROACHES IN THE 
FOOD. C.I.W. FOOD PREPARATION EQUIPMENT IKITCHEN IS MISUSED, NOT PROVIDING FOR ANY THERA- 
PEUTIC DIETS. ?! 


C.I.W. - CORRUPTIONS & VIOLATIONS: ALLEGED VIOLATIONS AND CORRUPTIONS ON THE PART OF 
C.l.W. STAFF INCLUDE SEXUAL ASSUALT, DRUG TRAFFIKING AND TAMPERING/FALSIFICATION OF MEDICAL 
RECORDS AND DEATH RECORDS. 232 


VACAVILLE: AT VACAVILLE PRISON'S CAUFORNIA MEDICAL FACILITY, WHICH PROVIDES FAR GREATER CARE 
TO HIV AFFECTED MALE PRISONERS THAN C.I.W. DOES FOR WOMEN, MAJOR PROBLEMS STILL EXIST, 
DESPITE THE INSTITUTION OF REFORMS THERE. TWO WINGS AT CMF HOUSE SEGREGATED HIV+ PRISON- 
ERS WHILE THE U WING, A NEW PILOT WING, IS SUPPOSED TO HOUSE MORE SUCH INMATES BUT PRO- 
VIDE THEM WITH GENERAL PRISON PRIVELEGES. A FORMAL COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN APRIL, 1991, ON 
BEHALF OF U WING INMATES WHO ARE ENDURING: LACK OF NEEDED HEALTHCARE, INSENSITIVE HAN- 
DLING BY STAFF WHO HAVE RECEIVED NO AIDS EDUCATION, ABSENSE OF PRIVELEGES, VAST INCONSIS. 
TENCIES AND POLICY VIOLATIONS IN REAGARDS TO OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES, AND OTHER CONDI- 
TIONS CONTRIBUTING TO EXTREME DURESS FOR THESE INMATES, 3 


C.M.C. AIDS CARE: AT C.M.C., SAN LUIS OBISBO, ROUGHLY 90 SEROPOSITIVE MALE INMATES ARE HELD 
WITH NO PREVENTATIVE HEALTHCARE OR AIDS EDUCATION. 34 . 
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